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INTERNATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ALLIANCE (IIPA) WELCOMES  
THE RESULTS OF THE 2010 MEETING OF THE  

CHINA-U.S. JOINT COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE AND TRADE (JCCT)  
 
Washington — The International Intellectual Property Alliance (IIPA), a coalition of seven trade associations 
representing over 1,900 U.S.-based copyright companies, commended Ambassador Kirk, Commerce Secretary Locke 
and USTR and Commerce officials for their ongoing and extensive efforts to secure significant change in China’s 
intellectual property and enforcement regime in the Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT).  In  each 
annual JCCT forum, the U.S. government has sought commitments and specific actions by the Chinese government 
that would result in major reductions in copyright piracy levels in China, which remain among the highest in the world.  
Over the years, this bilateral negotiating process has achieved some gains in improving the Chinese IPR system, but 
piracy levels continue to remain high and the key commitment to “significantly reduce levels of IPR infringements” in 
China – made by Vice Premier Wu Yi in the 2004 JCCT meetings – has yet to be redeemed by the Chinese authorities.  
IIPA hopes these specific 2010 commitments will help contribute significantly to these improvements. 
  

In a welcome step forward, this year the Chinese side confirmed recent announcements by its State Council 
that it would allocate sufficient budgets to purchase legal software.  It announced the implementation of a software 
asset management system within the government and its intention to promote the licensed use of software in enterprises 
and a pilot program involving 30 major state-owned enterprises.  Further discussions are to take place within the next 
30 days on establishing sustainable mechanisms to verify compliance with these commitments.  Government 
legalization of software use has been a subject of commitments by the Chinese government in previous JCCT meetings 
and real progress can only be measured by actual increased sales and a reduction in the rate of software piracy. 

 
China also specifically agreed to investigate complaints by academic journal publishers concerning online 

piracy of academic journals and to “take prompt action at the conclusion of its investigations.”  Such inspections were 
promised in the circular issued in 2009 JCCT and, while some  have reportedly been made, to date no actions by 
administrative authorities have been taken against widespread infringements in the library sector.  IIPA hopes that 
specific deterrent actions will be taken in the near term pursuant to this commitment by China 

 
One of the issues that has been of great concern to IIPA over the past few years has been the lack of effective 

and consistent interpretation of Article 23 of the Internet Regulations which theoretically should prevent services from 
inducing or promoting infringement, but which has, for example, not prevented Baidu from operating a music service 
based almost entirely on providing links to infringing materials. IIPA thus welcomes China’s commitment to support a 
process whose objective is secure the early completion of a new Supreme People’s Court (SPC) Judicial Interpretation 
(JI) clarifying the liability of Internet service providers and other aspects involving online infringements.  It was agreed 
that this SPC JI would “make clear that those who facilitate online infringement” will incur liability.  It was also 
announced that a joint Chinese-U.S. sponsored seminar on the subject of the liability of intermediaries would be held 
on April 21, 2011. Hopefully the new Judicial Interpretation will be issued shortly thereafter, as it is an essential 
component in starting to effectively address an overwhelming internet piracy problem that is undermining Chinese and 
American creators alike. The status quo has existed for too long already. 
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“China’s agreement to a statement on government legalization of software is a welcome step forward, but must 
be followed by concrete actions by the government which result in increased sales and a reduction in piracy levels” 
commented IIPA’s Eric H. Smith.   

 
“It is unfortunate that China was unwilling to provide more  specific commitments in the area of deterrent 

online enforcement, given the high rates of online infringement experienced by IIPA members in China.  IIPA 
welcomes China’s commitment on online infringements by libraries and on SPC clarification on issues of secondary 
liability for online infringements.  A new JI is  sorely needed and we look forward to its issuance as soon as feasible in 
the new year followed by adequately resourced actions by Chinese authorities to enforce it.”   

 
“High rates of piracy continue to infect the market in China for copyrighted materials.  However, only putting 

in motion real reform in the Chinese enforcement system and in removing onerous market access barriers to legitimate 
product, will there be a chance for significant growth in that market benefitting U.S. copyright owners.” 
 
About the IIPA:   The International Intellectual Property Alliance (IIPA) is a coalition of seven trade associations – 
Association of American Publishers  (AAP), Business Software Alliance  (BSA), Entertainment Software Association  
(ESA), Independent Film & Television Alliance  (IFTA), Motion Picture Association of America  (MPAA), National 
Music Publishers' Association  (NMPA) and the Recording Industry Association of America  (RIAA) – which 
represent the U.S. copyright-based industries in bilateral and multilateral efforts to open up foreign markets closed by 
piracy and other market access barriers.  These member associations represent over 1,900 U.S. companies producing 
and distributing materials protected by copyright laws throughout the world—all types of computer software, including 
business applications software and entertainment software (such as videogame discs and cartridges, personal computer 
CD-ROMs, and multimedia products); theatrical films, television programs, DVDs and home video and digital 
representations of audiovisual works; music, records, CDs, and audiocassettes; and textbooks, trade books, reference 
and professional publications and journals (in both electronic and print media).  Visit our webpage to find more details 
on this and other copyright and trade issues, www.iipa.com. 
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